Developmental approaches in immunological control of acute myelogenous leukaemia.
After many years of hope and disillusionment, the possibility of utilizing immune-mediated approaches to control neoplastic clones has become a reality in various haematological malignancies. This is largely a consequence of the continuous advances in knowledge and the progressive development of more refined technologies that have led to a better understanding of the biology of the malignant cells and of the host immune system, to a more precise definition of disease entities and to the design of innovative therapeutic programmes. In this chapter, we will review different immunological strategies that have reached clinical practice in patients with acute myelogenous leukaemia (AML), the focus of this volume, and discuss pre-clinical developments that may in the near future translate into the design of new immunotherapeutic protocols for the management of AML. Treatment of AML with antibody directed therapy will also be discussed.